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The Pennsylvania Commission for the United States 
Semiquincentennial (America250PA) was established by the
legislature and Governor Wolf in 2018 to plan, encourage, 
develop, and coordinate the commemoration of the 250th 
anniversary of the founding of the United States, 
Pennsylvania’s integral role in that event, and the impact 
of its people on the nation’s past, present, and future. 
America250PA hopes to engage all citizens of the Commonwealth, 
from all 67 counties, bring the Commonwealth’s history 
into the conversation so Pennsylvanians can better understand 
the origins and multiple perspectives of issues facing our 
Commonwealth & nation today, use history to encourage and 
inspire future leaders, celebrate the contributions of 
Pennsylvanians to our Commonwealth’s history but also to 
our Nation’s history, leave a lasting impact on the next 
generation and spark an interest in which will ignite the 
drive for them to appreciate all the triumphs, trials, 
and tribulations to which contributed to the Commonwealth 
for which they are now writing their own history.
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The Pennsylvania Commission for the United States Semiquincentennial (America250PA) is made up of current and 
past leaders of Pennsylvania, private citizens, and industry leaders, celebrating the rich history and diversity of the state.

The Commission was officially sworn in on September 17th, 2019. 
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Pennsylvania is THE birthplace of democracy and almost 250 years ago, 13 colonies joined together, here, to sign the 
Declaration of Independence. A document that conveys the ideals of equality, liberty and government by consent of the government. 

These ideals help us identify the cornerstone of our rights and responsibilities as Americans and Pennsylvanians.

The Pennsylvania Commission for the United States Semiquincentennial Act of 2018 established the Commission to 
plan, encourage, develop, and coordinate the commemoration of the 250th anniversary of the founding of the United States, 

Pennsylvania’s integral role in that event and the impact of its people on the nation’s past, present and future.

America250PA envisions this historic initiative as an opportunity to engage ALL Pennsylvanians in ALL 67 counties 
to be certain that this commemoration is one that is most inclusive as we strive to make 

2026 E.P.I.C. (EDUCATE, PRESERVE, INNOVATE, CELEBRATE)
as we partner with the National America250 commission on guiding platforms and framework.

The Commission has identified 14 areas of importance to the Commonwealth and hope to build them 
into ten America250PA Platforms to showcase our Pennsylvania Pride. #PAPROUD



*2018 Act 28 – Duty to Report Section 9.1 

America250PA Timeline*



America250PA Participatory Framework*

*2018 Act 28 – Duty to Report Section 9.2



*2018 Act 28 – Duty to Section 9.2 Report



*2018 Act 28 – Duty to Report Section 9.2 

*



*2018 Act 28 – Duty to Report Section 9.2 



America250PA Strategic Plan
As part of the strategic planning process, America250PA conducted Working Group Sessions with over 25 

Commission and Advisory Committee members, a group that includes current and past leaders of Pennsylvania, 
private citizens and industry leaders. Working Group Sessions were also conducted with over 25 Key Stakeholders 

and Partners from both public and private organizations across the Commonwealth. Additionally, a survey was 
distributed statewide to determine how best to leverage the Semiquincentennial to make a positive impact for 

every Pennsylvanian in all 67 counties and responses were received by 64 counties. 

The sample included (as of 2/25/21) 837 respondents representing 
a diverse set of backgrounds, ages and household incomes.



*2018 Act 28 – Duty to Report Section 9.5 

America250PA Projected Geographic Impact*
The America250PA Commission developed a county committee, an advisor committee and nonprofit 
affiliate members, to ensure geographical diversity and representation in all sixty-seven (67) counties.  

Allegheny        Anthony Hassey   
Allegheny        Alan Gutchess
Beaver  Jim Woods    
Berks        Jack Gombach    
Bucks        Michael Shirakawa   
Chester                Christine Costello  
Chester  Eric Diamond
Cumberland       Clayton Jacobs    
Dauphin               Thomas Brier        
Delaware         Steven Bradley 
Delaware  Beth Cain
Delaware             Wanda Odom
Erie  George Deutsch
Erie  Charles Haggerty
Franklin               Robert Thomas
Lancaster             Michael Brubaker
Lancaster            Todd Snovel
Lehigh  Murat Guzel
Luzerne                Jeff Ney
Luzerne                Guerline Laurore
Montgomery  Nicole Brown
Montgomery  Murray Ufberg
Philadelphia        Noel Abejo
Philadelphia  Sanjay Chaudhury
Philadelphia  Derrick Pitts, PhD
Philadelphia       Julia McGrath
Philadelphia       Kenneth Wong

Advisory Committee Members 
Currently representing 15 counties

(still in formation)

County Advisory Committee Members
Currently representing 43 counties

 (still in formation)

Nonprofit Affiliate Members
Currently representing 33 Pennsylvania 

Nonprofits (still in formation)

Bedford  Larry Smith
Berks                 Christian Leinbach    
Blair                    Laura Burke    
Bradford            Henry Farley    
Bucks                  Bob Harvie    
Butler                  Jack Cohen     
Carbon  James G. Logue, Jr.
Chester              Michelle Kichline  
Clearfield  Julie Houston 
Clinton      Maria Boileau
Cumberland  Stacy Snyder
Crawford  Victoria Soff
Dauphin             William E.  Minsker    
Delaware           Kate Clifford       
Erie                    Ferki Ferati       
Fayette  Christine Buckelew
Franklin            Janet Pollard     
Greene  JoAnne Marshall
Huntingdon  Lonnie Smith  
Lackawanna  Traci Harte
Lancaster          Robin Sarratt       
Lawrence  Ginny Jacob
Lehigh  Fadia Halma
Luzerne             David Pedri       
Lycoming          Robert E. Kane, Jr.        
Mercer  Bob Lark
Monroe              Norman Burger
Montgomery    Michael Bowman
Northampton  Stephen J. Barron, Jr.
Northumberland  Nathan Savidge
Perry                  Gary Eby
Philadelphia  Mark Squilla
Pike  Shannon DeVuyst
Snyder               Rylan Ebright
Sullivan              Clifford Molyneux
Tioga  Kristin Hamilton
Union  Kathy Swope
Warren              Joe McClellan
Washington  Clay Kilgore
Wayne               Wendell Kay
Westmoreland  Matt Zamosky 
Wyoming  Tom Henry
York  Barb Bair

African American Chamber of Commerce
Alzheimer's Association 
American Philosophical Society
Butler County Convention & Visitor’s Bureau
Delaware County Veterans Memorial Association
Feeding Pennsylvania
Fitler Foundation
Freedoms Foundation at Valley Forge
Greater Easton Development Partnership
Homecoming 250 – Navy & Marines
Impact Philly
Independence Historical Trust
Independence Seaport Museum
Independence Visitors Center 
Lafayette College
Library Company of Philadelphia
Museum of American Revolution
National Liberty Museum
PA Postal History Society
Pennsylvania  Downtown Center
Pennsylvania Horticultural Society
Pennsylvania Daughters of the American Revolution
Pennsylvania Guild of Craftsmen
Poconos Mountains Visitors Bureau
Preservation Alliance
Shamokin Area Businesses for Economic Development
Scranton Tomorrow
The Athenaeum of Philadelphia
The Carpenters' Company
The Franklin Institute
The Kimmel Center
The Philadelphia Orchestra
Visit Delco
Washington Memorial Heritage
York County Economic Alliance & Downtown Inc



America250PA Infrastructure Proposal*

*2018 Act 28 – Duty to Report Section 9.7 

Create a Bipartisan Committee: 
Rep. Jared Solomon and Rep. Wendi Thomas have proposed creating a bi-partisan committee that would work under the 
guidance of America250PA to identify legacy infrastructure projects throughout Pennsylvania.

Identify Legacy Projects: 
Members of the House and Senate would be involved in identifying and selecting infrastructure projects in their 
respective regions. 

Prepare for 2026: 
With the help of our State partners, these projects would ideally be completed by 2026. Doing so, would prepare 
Pennsylvania to welcome visitors for the Semiquincentennial. 

Leave a Legacy: 
America250PA hopes to create impact that will last beyond 2026 to benefit future Pennsylvanians. 

These merit worthy projects will engage each region of the Commonwealth and leave a legacy in all 67-counties, as 
Pennsylvania commemorates the 250th anniversary of our country.



America250PA What Is Your Pennsylvania Story?*

*2018 Act 28 – Duty to Report Section 9.8 - C

All kids have a story - a uniquely Pennsylvanian and American story that weaves their voices into the fabric of 
our Commonwealth. Our hope is for the legislature to adopt a continuing education option that would allow 

educators to teach a curriculum, which includes the great stories and heritage of all Pennsylvanians.

"Pennsylvania has been my home for 
most of my life and I am so proud to be 
a Pennsylvanian. With four seasons to 

celebrate, mountains, hills, trails, 
farmland, cities and miles to explore, 

what’s not to love?"

"Born and raised in this beautiful 
state, I love PA because of it's 
diverse population, beautiful 

landscapes, and its rich history."

"PA is the pulse of America. 
We have history, culture, love 
of environment, agriculture, 

industry, great food, and 
sports all with "new"-

fashioned values."

"We are a diverse, 
representative state that has 

unique character, grit, and spirit. 
We are a beautiful state rich in 

history and populated with kind, 
welcoming, and gracious 

people."

"I love PA's beautiful landscape, it's rich 
history, and unique culture. With all the 

church bazaar's, drive-in movie 
theaters, delicious pizza and ice cream 

shops on every corner, and various 
hiking trails and state parks, there is 

always something fun to do."



METRICS OVERVIEW

All projects under the America250PA Program must file quarterly metrics reports 
to identify general data points during the life of the project/pilot program.

Project managers will input data (categories and descriptions on the next page) through an online platform.
Data will be collected by America250PA and used to demonstrate the economic and community impact of the initiative.

*2018 Act 28 – Duty to Report Section 9.8 

America250PA 
Outputs and Outcomes*



Salute250PA

America250PA Platforms

Recognize250PA

Programs or projects honoring 
the service and sacrifice of 

Pennsylvania’s servicemen and 
women and their supporting 

families and communities.

Programs or projects 
highlighting our “Keystone 

Kindness” of general 
good deeds done on behalf of 

others, their community, 
or state.

Experience250PA

Events leading up to and 
throughout 2026 that will 

create commemorative and 
celebratory experiences for 

Pennsylvanians. 

Forum250PA

Destination250PA

Showcase250PA

Expression250PAImpact250PA Innovate250PA

Programs or projects that bring 
the America250PA experience 
to all Pennsylvanians through 
physical and virtual traveling 

showcases, exhibits or 
collections.

Programs or projects inspiring 
public engagement through 

shared stories & experiences.

Programs or projects boosting 
the preservation and visitation 

of PA historical sites, 
landmarks and state parks.

Programs or projects 
supporting history education, 
civics and civic engagement.

Discover250PA

Statewide programs and 
projects that support 
Pennsylvania artists.  

Programs or projects that ignite 
Pennsylvania spirit for 

innovation and discovery.

Programs or projects that 
promote community service, 

environmental stewardship and 
promotes a healthier future for 

ALL Pennsylvanians





America250PA is honored to be the first official state 
partner to the National America 250 Commission



$130,000.00 

$933,924.49 

$663,500.00 

$142,560.00 Total Income

Since the Launch of America250PA 
in September 2019* 

Commonwealth Support

Private Donations

Private Commitments

In-Kind Contributions
*Figures through 8/23/2021 

Commonwealth Support - $130,000.00
Private Support - $933,924.49
Private Commitments - $663,500.00
In-kind Contributions - $142,560.00

Support from 186 individual 
Pennsylvanians/Pennsylvania Organizations



America250 
Letter of Support



America250PA Semiquincentennial 
Founders’ Circle Sponsors*

*As of 8/31/21 



Sponsors*

EPIC 
Angeion Group 
Aramark
Comcast
Discover NEPA
Essential
Geisinger
M & T Bank
Natural Food Group
Newmarket Capital
Patrick & Helen Burns
Pennsylvania Masons
PSEA
Raymond Hassey
UGI Energy

PENN 
Aviation Technologies
Casey Dental
Chimicles Schwartz Kriner & Donaldson-Smith 
Cozen O'Connor Foundation Inc.
Donna & Mike Barbetti
Duane Morris
Erie Insurance
Fidelity Bank
Independence Historical Trust
Joyce Insurance
Keystone + Mountain +  Lakes Regional Council of 
Carpenters
Kuharchik Construction
Marywood University
Nicole Cashman & Associates
Pennsylvania Chamber of business & Industry
Prudential
Springfield Country Club
The Wright Center
Tri State Bank
University of Pennsylvania

KEYSTONE 
Bradley & Bradley
Keystone Sanitary Landfill
McCarthy Tire
Sordoni Construction

COMMONWEALTH 
Pocono Mountains Visitors Bureau
ShopRite of Hunterdon County, Inc.
Southwestern Energy
Tambur Family Foundation
Valley Aviation
Visit Philly

*As of 8/31/21 


