
September 20–22, 2024



About America250PA

To commemorate the 250th anniversary of the First Continental Congress at  
Carpenters’ Hall in 1774 and to honor Philadelphia’s unique importance  

to the founding of the United States, America250PA will be hosting a National  
Convening of States and Partners in Philadelphia, September 20–22, 2024.  

The First Continental Congress marked a pivotal moment in our Nation’s history  
when 12 colonies met in Philadelphia to begin the journey that would eventually  
declare their independence from Great Britain in 1776. As representatives from  

the colonies gathered in Philadelphia 250 years ago, representatives from across the 
country and the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania will gather in Philadelphia to  

collaborate and share information about commemoration plans and the progress 
made to date as we all collectively strive to properly mark the significance of  

this great American experiment.

The Pennsylvania Commission for the United States Semiquincentennial  
(America250PA) was established by the legislature and Governor in 2018 to plan,

encourage, develop and coordinate the commemoration of the 250th Anniversary  
of the founding of the United States, Pennsylvania’s integral role in that event,  

and the impact of its people on the nation’s past, present, and future.  
The Commission is made up of current and past Pennsylvania leaders, celebrating  

the rich history and diversity of the state.
 



We are #PAProud to
present the 

National Convening  
of States and Partners
in partnership with:

Thank you for your support!



September 20–22, 2024

Photo courtesy of Visit Philadelphia



Friday, September 20, 2024

Welcome Reception
The Liberty View at the Independence Visitor Center

5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

EMCEE: Ryan Leckey, Emmy Award-winning Marketer and TV Host

Patrick Burns, America250PA Chairman

Cassandra Coleman, America250PA Executive Director

The Honorable Cherelle Parker, Mayor of Philadelphia

Carson Kressley, TV and Film Personality, Best-Selling Author, 

World Champion Equestrian, and Native Pennsylvanian

Special performances by:

Historic Philadelphia History Makers and Sixers Stixers!

The Welcome Reception is generously presented by:



Saturday, September 21, 2024

America250PA National Convening General Session
National Constitution Center

Registration & Breakfast: 7:30 a.m. to 8:30 a.m.
Event Time: 8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

EMCEE: Ryan Leckey, Emmy Award Winning Marketer and TV Host

Welcome 
—America250PA Chairman, Patrick Burns, & Executive Director, Cassandra Coleman
Presentation of Colors – First Troop Philadelphia City Cavalry 
Pledge of Allegiance – Page Weinstein, Miss Pennsylvania, and Ariana Spurlin, 
Miss Pennsylvania's Teen
National Anthem – MarQuita L. Danzy, Cheyney University
Opening Remarks

250th Across the Nation Panel Discussion
Panel moderated by Niall Stanage, White House Columnist, The Hill

Panelists:
The Honorable Bob Casey, United States Senator, Pennsylvania
The Honorable Gregg M. Amore, Secretary of State of Rhode Island 
and Chair of RI250
The Honorable Kim Driscoll, Lt. Governor of Massachusetts
The Honorable Nancy Hollister, former Lt. Governor of Ohio

Panel generously presented by:

Video
 
Welcome:

The Honorable Lonnie G. Bunch, III, Secretary of the Smithsonian Institution

Remarks by
 
Pennsylvania Treasurer Stacy Garrity



Saturday, September 21, 2024



Saturday, September 21, 2024

David & Jan Sanko



Saturday, September 21, 2024

250th Anniversary of the First Continental Congress 
& America250PA National Convening of States and 

Partners Press Conference
Carpenters’ Hall, 320 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, PA 19106

2:45 p.m. – 3:15 p.m.

Featuring:
Michael Norris, Executive Director of Carpenters’ Hall
Patrick Burns, America250PA Chairman
Cassandra Coleman, America250PA Executive Director
Rosie Rios, Chair of America250
Lt. Gov. Kim Driscoll, Lieutenant Governor of Massachusetts 
Sec. Gregg Amore, Rhode Island Secretary of State
Tim DeFoor, Pennsylvania Auditor General
The Honorable Mark Schweiker, Former Governor of Pennsylvania

Presented in partnership with:

Private visits to Independence Hall and 
Congress Hall

Independence Hall, 520 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, PA 19106
5:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.

Open to all America250PA weekend attendees
Security

 

screening required

Evening Cocktail Reception at Carpenters’ Hall
*Pre-registration for this event is required

Carpenters’ Hall, 320 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, PA 19106
5:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.

Join us at an Evening Cocktail Reception at Carpenters’ Hall to raise a glass to 
this great American experiment and to commemorate the 250th anniversary of 
the First Continental Congress at Carpenters’ Hall in 1774.

Featuring:
First Troop Philadelphia City Cavalry
Philly Fife and Drum Corps

Generourly presented by:



Saturday, September 21, 2024

Philly Phlash buses will pick up guests at Carpenters’ Hall between  
6:30 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. and bring them to the Please Touch Museum.

Philly Phlash buses will pick up guests at the Please Touch Museum and make a stop, one at each of the  
three partner hotels (Hotel Monaco, Marriott Old City, Hilton at Penns Landing)  

between 10:45 p.m. and 11:00 p.m.

Closing Dinner
Memorial Hall at the Please Touch Museum

7:00 p.m. to 10:30 p.m.

Also supported by:

Krapf Coach buses will pick up guests at our three partner hotels (Hotel Monaco, Marriott Old City,  
Hilton at Penn’s Landing) and bring them to the Daskalakis Athletic Center, Drexel University, on  

Sunday, September 22, 2024. Buses will leave the hotels no later than 8 a.m. and will return all guests to 
 partner hotels at the conclusion of the brunch.



Philly Phlash buses will pick up guests at Carpenters’ Hall between  
6:30 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. and bring them to the Please Touch Museum.

Philly Phlash buses will pick up guests at the Please Touch Museum and make a stop, one at each of the  
three partner hotels (Hotel Monaco, Marriott Old City, Hilton at Penns Landing)  

between 10:45 p.m. and 11:00 p.m.

Sunday, September 22, 2024

Panel  generously  presented by:

Krapf Coach buses will pick up guests at our three partner hotels (Hotel Monaco, Marriott Old City,  
Hilton at Penn’s Landing) and bring them to the Daskalakis Athletic Center, Drexel University, on  

Sunday, September 22, 2024. Buses will leave the hotels no later than 8 a.m. and will return all guests to 
 partner hotels at the conclusion of the brunch.



Thank you to our 
Semiquincentennial 

Founders’ Circle  
Sponsors!



 
 
 

Erie Insurance’s culture is one of dignity  
and respect, founded in our core values  
and emblematic of our belief system.

We strive to create an environment where 
customers, agents and employees reflect  
the diversity of the communities where we  
all live and work. 

Our commitment isn’t measured in just  
words or intention, but in action. 

That’s why ERIE is honored to support 
America250PA and the National 
Convening of States and Partners.

together 
we can make 
a difference

CMS149 9/2024 Not all companies are licensed or operate in all states. 
Not all products are offered in all states. Go to erieinsurance.com for 
company licensure and territory information.











Thank you for 
your  

support!











Thank you to our  
Host Venues!









Thank you for 
your  

support!

DAVID & JAN SANKO
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Lilly salutes America 
250PA and the work 
they do to celebrate 
the 250th anniversary 
of the United States.


